Shepherding
Through Sorrow

Pastoral Care in Seasons of Grief: MTI Seminar Outline

How do we pastor when someone dies?
a. We know those connected to our congregation.
i. We pray for God'’s strength and wisdom when we don't!
b. We enter into the brokenness of grief and point others to Jesus.
c. We bring the comfort and hope that life is available by trusting in Jesus.

What does a pastor need to do prior to a funeral?
a. Take time to learn about the person who has died by spending time with family members or
loved ones who remain.
b. Be ready to be an ambassador for Jesus Christ and to comfort those who mourn with the hope
that Jesus offers.

What should the funeral look like? What about gravesides?
a. Consider coming up with an outline or order of service beforehand (see resources listed below!).
b. Your job is to point others to Jesus (John 3:30; 2 Tim. 2:19).
c. Clarity and brevity are powerful tools during times of mourning.

How do | work with the funeral home?
a. Funeral homes will always be involved, so know who you'll be working with.
b. They are resources that help you navigate cultural customs and practices.
c. Knowing who your church prefers to work with is helpful, too.
i. Knowing your church’s practices and procedures if there is a cemetery on the property is a
great help, too!
d. Logistical outline/checksheet for the service details (see links below)

How does the church respond and continue to care for those who grieve?

a. Funerals are not the end of the grieving process.

b. Consider how the church can continue to care for the grieving after the funeral.

c. Remembering the anniversaries of deaths as well as their birthdays/anniversaries can be a
powerful comfort.

i. Bible is clear that caring for widows is part of the reason why deacons were appointed! How
does your church do this?

d. Some churches have times of remembrance. Not necessarily a practice that needs to be
included, but a reminder that when any part of the Body suffers, the whole should feel it and
“rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep” (Rom. 12:15).

6. Where do the Advent Christian distinctives come into play on this?
a. Funerals are opportunities to witness for Christ; not convince others of theological positions.
Our aim must be to minister Jesus to the hurting and sorrowful.
b. Let Scripture speak and be the resounding truth that is shared.

7. What are possible texts to use for the funeral?
a.Job 19; Ps. 23; 46; 91; Isa. 42/Mt.12; John 11; 1 Cor. 15; Thess. 4; Rev. 21



Resources

The One Year Book of Hope: A 365-Day Devotional with Daily Scripture Readings and Uplifting
Reflections that Encourage, Comfort, and Restore Joy, Nancy Guthrie

Grief: Finding Hope Again (CCEF minibook), Paul Daivd Tripp

Conducting Gospel-Centered Funerals: Applying the Gospel at the Unique Challenges of Death
(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2014), Brian Croft & Phil Newton

The Pastor’s Book: A Comprehensive and Practical Guide to Pastoral Ministry, R. Kent Hughes &
Douglas Sean O’Donnell

The Minister’s Manual for Funerals, Updated Edition, Al Cadenhead, Jr.
Sermon Outlines for Funerals and Other Special Services, Al Bryant
Please Don't Make My Funeral All About Me (Article)

Funeral Service Essentials (Article)

Comfort When An Unbeliever Dies (Podcast)

The Pastor’s Guide to Graveside Services (Article)

Funeral Worksheet (PDF)

Service Worksheet (PDF)


https://www.amazon.com/One-Year-Book-Hope-Devotional/dp/B0DYYPFZ7G/ref=sr_1_1?adgrpid=187230187918&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.AHQ1kUk0cAeBbAeO6ogZENUS3J2FoHHj5ZzmTt65ZEdTnJTNPd1Zk5325xVZC7dfo_8Np9K3X6IcOvukgzQ1q8ZMHJ7gCKheqnNarQHMKeKhq9hEDhEDOv0n571I6QjD9O8hnIPj-NoMu8m1BpsisD7S7UdyUMLqp43vZBVDaTH7wG-1FFudev6mkfqKpRPYSKTi6FiFgUx_mTwaw3csfDC5MFZ7xpH9Xb4LMgyrhT4.2wYHm2TJl6lWVCfXSR2zpJrhWaY6GUEJetJJPbWHSbQ&dib_tag=se&hvadid=779664816923&hvdev=c&hvexpln=0&hvlocphy=9009971&hvnetw=g&hvocijid=13335349004730028230--&hvqmt=e&hvrand=13335349004730028230&hvtargid=kwd-821746001966&hydadcr=22134_13655720_366257&keywords=one+year+book+of+hope+devotional&mcid=ba00744a65593b90aaadec77a74dae82&qid=1763569497&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/One-Year-Book-Hope-Devotional/dp/B0DYYPFZ7G/ref=sr_1_1?adgrpid=187230187918&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.AHQ1kUk0cAeBbAeO6ogZENUS3J2FoHHj5ZzmTt65ZEdTnJTNPd1Zk5325xVZC7dfo_8Np9K3X6IcOvukgzQ1q8ZMHJ7gCKheqnNarQHMKeKhq9hEDhEDOv0n571I6QjD9O8hnIPj-NoMu8m1BpsisD7S7UdyUMLqp43vZBVDaTH7wG-1FFudev6mkfqKpRPYSKTi6FiFgUx_mTwaw3csfDC5MFZ7xpH9Xb4LMgyrhT4.2wYHm2TJl6lWVCfXSR2zpJrhWaY6GUEJetJJPbWHSbQ&dib_tag=se&hvadid=779664816923&hvdev=c&hvexpln=0&hvlocphy=9009971&hvnetw=g&hvocijid=13335349004730028230--&hvqmt=e&hvrand=13335349004730028230&hvtargid=kwd-821746001966&hydadcr=22134_13655720_366257&keywords=one+year+book+of+hope+devotional&mcid=ba00744a65593b90aaadec77a74dae82&qid=1763569497&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Grief-Finding-Paul-David-Tripp/dp/0976230828/ref=sr_1_1?adgrpid=187375747658&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.y0NN8il_-rqn--TH9RzLIbY1ohzPSGiOE9TiJWOeUEPi0_-n2fhY5w4lOlUVtg7-mRObhJWjNtloxVmCU8pZQOlovfyp5jWFUk4-vkLJMbGADDm_FOvYzkIC8eB-J-1Na3aeJBW4ZGzNKv3ToW2K--rU1CdoWoR-TUvvDPcv1lIM-stLoSMFmhZV61vooPTLKVOguDpiUDlN4bRRwsJbam9HysVsODVkk1Ayyt46lCY.sKWraLH9pGCgI3r0aD_O5usSD4yTXAgGJoJjUY0JBhk&dib_tag=se&hvadid=779671960205&hvdev=c&hvexpln=0&hvlocphy=9009971&hvnetw=g&hvocijid=11551629701315148247--&hvqmt=e&hvrand=11551629701315148247&hvtargid=kwd-375575466146&hydadcr=8264_13544396_9338&keywords=grief+finding+hope+again&mcid=fe5ee75121303c26b018d93c834c5e97&qid=1763569540&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Conduct-Gospel-Centered-Funerals-Challenges-Shepherding/dp/0310517184/ref=sr_1_1?adgrpid=186668573419&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.H8AWjOcAKRwJBy4lzSY_8TpYtqesgvGesp82BsxyqrA.oTfmwjJheEoG9FzEIM-2QEYQZFbB5ToXXg4wF4hbggo&dib_tag=se&hvadid=779664966629&hvdev=c&hvexpln=0&hvlocphy=9009971&hvnetw=g&hvocijid=10923008893601486028--&hvqmt=e&hvrand=10923008893601486028&hvtargid=kwd-377211161024&hydadcr=22593_13730688_8237&keywords=conduct+gospel+centered+funerals&mcid=31de9fb4455e3339befe4b54eb2d3ab6&qid=1763569608&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Pastors-Book-Comprehensive-Practical-Pastoral/dp/143354587X
https://www.amazon.com/Ministers-Manual-Funerals-Jr-Cadenhead/dp/0805423176
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/sermon-outlines-for-funerals-and-other-special-services-al-bryant/1006131522
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/please-dont-make-my-funeral-all-about-me/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/funeral-service-essentials/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/podcasts/tgc-podcast/comfort-when-an-unbeliever-dies/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19xqJw1HBkiFTgR_NjdAuNRUa7tHFC6jg/view
https://static.crossway.org/extra/pastorsbook/funeralworksheet1.pdf
https://static.crossway.org/extra/pastorsbook/funeralworksheet2.pdf

